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of the neighboring Villages. But it seems probable
that he was no sooner in the country than he forgot
his errand; for he only returned almost forty-eight
hours later, and made, where he was, seven or eight
feasts for one. It is said there happened to him on
this journey three memorable things. The first,
that he was not buried in the snow, though it was
three feet deep. The second, that he threw himself
from the top of a large rock, without being hurt.
The third, that when he came back he was not at all
wet, and his shoes were as dry as if he had not set
foot outside the Cabin. The one who told us this
added that no one need be astonished,—that a Devil
had guided him. At the end of his sickness, he
begged me to go to see him; I found him, to all ap-
pearances, perfectly right in his mind. He told me
the progress and cause of his malady, [142] which he
attributed to the breaking of his fast; and he told
me he had resolved to go on to the end,—that is,
during the term prescribed by his dream. Another
day, he visited us, and told us that it was in earnest
he had become ok7, that is to say, Demon. This was
to rise above the title of Sorcerer, to which alone he
aspired; still he was not free from his madness,— he
must yet dream, once for all, to free himself from it.
He dreamed, therefore, that there was only one cer-
tain kind of dance which would make him quite well.
They call it akhrendoiaen, inasmuch as those who
take part in this dance give poison to one another.
It had never been practiced among this Nation of the
Bear. The season was very disagreeable, the com-
pany very large, and it could only create a great deal
of disorder in a little Village; all these considera-
tions did not stop them. So, behold, couriers are



